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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: .obtained by several of the earlier settlers, and many of them
have sunk wells and established pumping plants with satisfactory prospects for successful irrigation. The main
source of supply is the widespread underflow fed by the scanty rainfall and also by Mimbres River, a mountain
stream which normally passes underground near the northwest corner of the county. This water has been
accumulating for a long time and now saturates the gravel and sand deposits underlying most parts of the
bolsons. Unfortunately the entire area is not underlain by these water-bearing deposits, and in places the water
is too deep or too scanty in amount to be utilized. Therefore one of the principal purposes of the investigation
was to determine the extent of the area underlain by water-bearing deposits, the depth to these deposits, and
the amount of water available. The mountains rising out of the bolsons of Luna County exhibit a great variety
of sedimentary and igneous rocks, in places containing mineral deposits that have been worked to some extent.
Except in some notable bonanza finds, however, these deposits have not proved very profitable. 11
TOPOGRAPHY. MOUNTAINS AND RIDGES. A large part of Luna County consists of a desert plain, or bolson,
mostly from 4,000 to 5,000 feet above sea level and having a general Figore 1.--Map of southwestern New Mexico
and adjoining region, showing location of Luna County. up grade to the west. Rising from the bolsons at
intervals are narrow rocky ridges...
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