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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XI. CAMBRIDGE 1871 TO 1879. The Chair of Experimental Physics
in the University of Cambridge was founded by a Grace of the Senate on the 9th of February 1871. In October
1870 the Duke of Devonshire, who was Chancellor of the University, had signified his desire to build and furnish
a Physical Laboratory for Cambridge. In acting as a member of the Royal Commission on Scientific Education
he had perceived how useful such an institution might be made. It was in connection with the acceptance of this
munificent oGer that the new professorship was established by the Senate. The question, who should be the first
professor 1 was for some time attended with anxiety. It was understood that Sir William Thomson had declined
to stand, and it was thought uncertain whether Clerk Maxwell could be persuaded to leave the retirement of his
country-seat. AJer some hesitation, arising chiefly from genuine diGidence, he was induced to become a
candidate, on the understanding that he might retire at the end of a year if he wished to do so. His candidature
was announced on the 24th of February. 1 There was no opposition, and he was appointed on the 8th of March.
The following letters indicate the part taken by diGerent persons in bringing about this result: -- 1 On February
23, Professor Stokes (who had been urgent in pressing Maxwell to stand) wrote to him : -- I am glad you have
decided to...
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