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Methodist mission work in Japan to the Tokyo Conference was a period of thirty-four years. The statistics given
are as follows: American Methodism. Japanese Methodism. Itinerant preachers 83 90 Organized Societies 64 122
Members in Society 14,988 11,000 It would be impossible to estimate, at the present time, the significance of the
changes effected at Tokyo for the future of the Methodist Church, or of Methodist missions, in Japan; or what
influence these events will have upon the mother Churches and upon other mission fields. The setting up of an
independent Church in Japan was the occasion of the first break in the external unity of our Church and that of
the other bodies entering into the union. That other mission fields will follow the course adopted in Japan, is
certain. When all of the dependent communities shall have dropped away, Methodism in the United States will
perhaps be ready for organic union at home and for greater enterprise and effectiveness in dealing with our
city and national problems. That the growth toward maturity has been more rapid in Japan than in other
mission fields, and the spirit of independence characterized by greater aggressiveness, is perhaps due to the
intense mental activity in that country, stimulated by a universal system of education; and by the further fact
that Japan, unlike India or China, for example, has never known what it is to be under the...
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